OLD MOBB
before, that they might know the better how to proceed,
and impose upon them in their own way.
Everyone knows that London is all hurry and noise;
every man there is a man of business, and those who make
good appearances never want credit. All people there live
by mutual dependence upon one another, and he who has
dealt for two or three hundred pounds, and made good his
payments, may afterwards be trusted for five. Our adven-
turers soon perceived all this, and what advantages many
designing men made of the general confidence that people
reposed in each other. They saw that nobody could teach
them how to cheat a citizen so well as a citizen himself,
and thereupon they concluded that the best way they could
take was, to both turn tradesmen.
Each of them now takes a large handsome house, hires
two or three servants, and sets up for a great dealer. The
Golden Farmer's habitation was in Thames Street, where he
passed for a corn chandler, which occupation he had the most
knowledge in of any. Old Mobb took up his residence
somewhere near the Tower, and called himself a Holland
trader, he having been abroad when a boy, and knowing
pretty well what commodities were exported to that country,
of the language of which he had also a small smattering.
They went for near relations, of the name of Bryan, and
said they were North Country men.
They now employ all their time in inquiring after goods
in their several ways, buying whatever comes to their hands,
and either paying ready money themselves, or drawing upon
each other for one, two or three days; at which time
payment was always punctually made. This constant tide
of money was kept up by their continually selling privately
what they bought (sometimes, perhaps, not a little to loss)
to such persons as are glad to make use of their cash in this
manner; and always wink at things which they can't
comprehend, while they find their interest in it. As they
dealt in very different ways, the chapmen of the one had
no knowledge of those of the other; so that though every
one of them had been sent at one time or another, by
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